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Two roads were opened to the Aryas of Asia in their westward
migrations. One through Chorasan 1 to the north, through
what is now called Enssia, and thence to the shores of the
Black Sea and Thrace. Another from Armenia, across the
Caucasus or across the Black Sea to Northern Greece, and along
the Danube to Germany. Now on the former road the Aryas
left a trace of their migrations in the old name of Thrace,
which was Aria ;2 on the latter we meet in the eastern part of
Germany, near the Vistula, with a German tribe called Aril.
And as in Persia we found many proper names in which Arya
formed an important ingredient, so we find again in German
history names such as Ariovistus?

Though we look in vain for any traces of this old national
name among the Greeks and Romans, some scholars believe
that it may have been preserved in the extreme west of the
Aryan migrations, in the very name of Ireland. The common
etymology of Erin is that it means ' island of the west,' iar-
innis ; or land of the west, iar-in. But this is clearly wrong,4
at least with regard to the second portion of the word. The
old name of Ireland is Aiu in the nominative, more recently
]3ire. It is only in the oblique cases that the final n appears,
as in Latin words such as regio, regionis. Erin therefore has
been explained as a derivative of JEr or Eri, said to be the
ancient name of the Irish Celts as preserved in the Anglo-
Saxon name of their country, ireland? And it is maintained by
O'Reilly, though denied by others, that this er is used in Irish
in the sense of noble, like the Sanskrit arya.fl

1   Qairizam in tbe Zend-Avesta, Uvdrazmis in the inscriptions of
Darius.

2  Stephanas Byzantinus.

8 Grimm, HeoJitsaltertTiilmcr, s. 292, traces Arii and Ariovistus back
to tlie Gothic harji, army. If this etymology be right, this part of our
argument must be given up.

* Pictet, Les Origines inrfo-europtennes, p. 31. ' Xar, 1'ouest, no
sY'crit jjamais er on eir, et la forme JCarin ne ee rencontre nullo part
pour Erin.' Zeuss gives tar-rend, insula occidentalis. But rend (recto
yituT) makes rendo in the gen. sing.

5  Old Norse Irar, Irishmen; Anglo-Saxon to, IriKhuinn.

6  Though I state these views on the authority of M. Pictet (Kuhn'e